
William H. Loftus's Family As-

Suspected of Robbing the Gorham
Manufacturing Company, He

Had Been Discharged.
POLICE HAVE A SUICIDE THEORY.

But Though the Stolen Goods Were Found
In the House, Most of the Fact*

Go to Sustain a Theory
of Accident.

William H. Iwftus and wife, living at No.

1009 Lebanon street. In the annexed dis¬

trict, were found unconscious In bed yes¬

terday morning. Between them was the
dead body of their four week's old baby
girl. The police have placed' the parents,
who are still unconscious, in the Fordham
Hospital, under guard.
George Loeseh, the landlord of the house,

noticed the odor of gas early yesterday
morning, and traced it to the second floor,
which was occupied by -the Loftus family.
He knocked at the door and, receiving no

response, called John Falk, of No. 774 East
One Hundred and Seventy-fourth street,
who was passing. They broke in the door.
Gas was escaping from one of the three

lets of the chandelier. Ward was iminedi-
ftely sent to the Tremont Station house,
md Acting Captain Shelaon visited thf
Bouse. He found letters addressed to Lof¬
tus, care of the Gorham Manufacturing
Company, arid at once notified the latter.
The company sent Detective Larkin, who
Is in their employ, to the house.
Captain Sheldon pointed out several bolts

of silk plush, which the detective at once

identified as property which had been
stolen from the company during the last
three months. He said that Loftus had
been employed as a watchman, and during
the time he was there silk plush used for
lining cases mysteriously disappeared. He
vas suspected, but there was no direct evi¬
dence against him. so he was put under
surveillance. The goods continued to disap¬
pear, and the company discharged Loftus
on Monday.
The same day he moved from No. 331

East Twenty-fifth street to the house in
which he was found unconscious yesterday.
The goods were taken to the station house,
and an offlcer placed on guard at the hos-
^ptlal to arrest the man and wife if they re¬

cover, which the physicians consider ex¬
tremely doubtful.
The police think the man and wife at¬

tempted suicide, in spite of the facts that
gas was escaping from but one of the
three jets in the room; the door connecting
the room with another was open, and one

of the windows was slightly open. Others
believe that the gas had been left burning

phyxiated
ing Gas.

low and had been blown out by the draugh
from the open window.
Acting Captain Sheldon argues that Lot-

tns, being out of employment and under
suspicion of having stolen from his last
employer, waa despondent, and persuaded
his young wife to die with him. A young
woman who has known Mts. Loftus for
eight years says that Loftus's wife loved
him so much she would do anything he
desired.
Loftus 1b about twenty-five years of age,

and his wife three years younger. Mrs.
Loftus was formerly Elizabeth Eufinger,
and up to two yeara ago, when she mar¬

ried Loftus, lived with her widowed
mother at No. 822 East Twenty-sixth
street.
Up to * late hour last evening no Cor¬

oner had called at the house, and t!he body
of the Infant rested on a mat near the foot
of the bed, covered by an apron.

SIGHT FOR A BLIND MAN.

Delicate Operation Performed with Suc¬
cess by Surgeons at the Metro¬

politan Hospital.
James Neary, whose right eye -haa been

totally blind for six months, had an opera¬
tion performed on Wednesday at the Metro¬

politan Hospital, which, It Is expected, will
result In fully restoring his sight. His left
with the loss of vision In the other orb. Dr.
C. C. Boyle, of the New York Ophthalmic
Hospital, performed the operation, assisted

by D». G. R. Wendt, of the Metropolitan
Hospital staff.
When the patient was stretched on the

operating table the region about the blind
eye was thoroughly cleansed with green
soap, and the eye itself was washed with
bichloride of mercury. Cocaine was freely
applied to deaden the pain caused by the
remdval of the cataract. The surgeon first
made a dextrous incision in the upper por¬
tion of the cornea, near the conjunctiva. A
needle was then insertedl Into the pupil, and
the capsule of the opaque lens was torn.
After this the surgeons applied gentle pres¬
sure to the lower portion of the eye ball,
until the opaque lens, the cataract, was
forced through the opening.
The iris was then straightened out Into Its

normal position, the eye was gently closed
and bandaged, and the operation was over.
The patient was carried to his ward and
placed on his cot. For forty-eight hours he
will be kept flat on his back, without turn¬
ing in the slightest degree to either side,
and then, the doctors say, his eye will be
as well fes It ever was.

GIRLS SUE A CLERGYMAN.

Court Directs Rev. Isidore Cohen to Pay
Them Their Earnings.

Rev. Dr. Isidore Cohen, who lives at No.
175 East One Hundred and Eighth street,
was defendant in seven actions, tried be¬
fore Justice Roesch, in the Fourth District
Civil Court, yesterday. The complainants
were Fanny Greenberg, Bessie Goldberg,
Caroline KIngsberg, Lottie Zucht, Millie
Cohen. Rachel Buekel and Gussie Born-
steln. The plaintiffs sued to recover the
sums of $15.05, $15, $7.48, $16.50, $9, $15
and $11 respectively, for work, labor and
services.
The girls testified that Dr. Cohen em¬

ployed them as operators on children's
cloaks in the Peerless Manufacturing Com¬
pany. at No. 47 Great Jones street, of
whicn it was claimed the doctor was the
proprietor. Cohen In his own behalf said
that he did not own the business, and
never engaged the girls, and that his son-
in-law, Jacob Margolies, was the respon-1
slble party. Judgment was given against
Cohen for the full amounts claimed.

NO RAILWAY STRIKE
IN PHILADELPHIA,

Attempt to Tie Up the Surface
Lines Results in

a Fiasco.

Traction Company Employes Refuse
to Be Dictated to by

the Leaders.

STREET CARS RUNNING A3 USUAL.

Failure Likely to Result in the Dissolution
of the Big Quaker City Union.

Workmen Wrangling with
Each Other.

Philadelphia, April 80..Organized labor

reoeivd a hard blow here to-day when the

Central Union of the Amalgamated Associa¬

tion of Street Railway Employee ordered

nearly 6,000 men to strike and less than

10 per cent obeyed the command. Phll&del-

phlans went to bed "Wednesday In fear and

trembling; this evening the city Is nil

smiles, for the trouble anticipated did

not materialize, and. Instead, what was

regarded as one of the strongest local la^>or
unions In the country Is «»/the verge of

dissolution. It all came about In this way:
The local branch of the Amalgamated

Association last December had n grievance
against the Union Traction Company, an

organization capitalized for $i30,000,000,
and controlling every surface railroad but
one In Philadelphia. At that time fully
nine-tenths of the people of the city
sympathized heartily with the company's
employes when they struck, and they re¬

ceived the moral support of citizens. As a

result, labor won a significant victory over

capital.
Encouraged by this success, and enter¬

taining other grievances, the local union
a week ago made certain other demands
upon the company which were not entirely
supported by either the public or by many
members of the union, and which, on

Wednesday, were finally and peremptorily
refused by the Traction Company. Then,
In a secret session, the Executive Commit¬
tee of the union dfcided to order a general
strike to begin at 4 o'clock Thursday morn¬

ing, and loudly proclaimed that over forty-
five hundred men would quit wbrk at
that hour, leaving Philadelphia practically
without transportation facilities.

CARS RUNNING AS USUAL.
'

Therefore Philadelphia arose this morn¬

ing confidently expecting to walk In town
to its business. No such thing happened.
Philadelphia found Its electric and other
surface cars running on schedule time, and
the motormen and conductors looking as

pleepy and indifferent as is their wont.
Philadelphia could not understand it, but
by degrees they learned that the union
members by an overwhelming and qnpj-e-
cedented majority had refused to follow

their leaders. Less than three hundred
men out of a total membership of 4,639
had obeyed the executive command.
At the strikers' headquarters only a deep

sense of gloom was discernible. It was the
most disastrous defeat organized labor, dic¬
tated by labor leaders, had ever known,
and the chairman of the Executive Com¬
mittee, Edwin Byrne, was not slow to
realize the fact.
"Go back to your work by noon If "yon

wish to hold your Jobs," he said, and his
advice was very generally regarded.
The regular week day schedule for the

running of cars on ordinary occasions calls
for 1,307 to be In operation at 9 o'clock In
the morning. At that hour this morning
there were 1,243 running. On the first

day of the strike In December last 400 men

took out the company's cars, while this
morning over 4,000 were at work.
As the sun grew warmer the leaders

plucked up courage and, as a dying man

clutches at a straw, determined to call a

mass meeting to be held in Harmony Hall
this evening to awaken enthusiasm, but
when the owner of the hall demanded a

rental guarantee of $25 and that stnn could
not be raised the plan was necessarily
abandoned.
The committee determined to hold a ses¬

sion and Issue a manifesto. Five o'clock
was the time specified, but when that hour
arrived only three members were present,
so no meeting was held and no manifesto
Issued.

LEADERS IN A WKANOIiH.
Then the leaders began to abuse one an¬

other. It was not an elevating epeotacle,
but It was interesting as showing that
labor union men are not mere creatures of
the wills of others. While the men held
aloof the committeemen hurled anathemas
at the president of the National Associa¬
tion, W. D. Mahon, of Detroit, who man¬

aged the successful strike of last December.
All day long telegrams were being sent him
to Toledo, Ohio, but apparently he turned
a deaf ear to all appeals to journey at
once to Philadelphia, for no reply did he
vouchsafe.
Then it was charged that Mahon had sold

out to the Union Traction Company. Chair¬
man Byrne declared openly that for his
part he had done forever with street rail¬
way unions, and William Thompson, an¬

other leader, said the same thing.
Mr. Byrne made another declaration

which was to the effect that he had never
favored a strike at this time, anyhow, but
that he was compelled to order one because
the cpmmlttee of which he Is a member
had unanimously voted to' order one.
Other members of the committee went bo

far as to state that they knew positively
that three of the Executive Committee had
been In the employ of the Traction Com¬
pany as spies for weeks, and had faith¬
fully reported to the president of the com¬

pany all the doings and plans of the com¬

mittee. *

Many members of the union tore the as¬

sociation buttons from the lapels of their
coats, and trampled them under foot; com¬

mitteemen declared that the Philadelphia
branch would speedily go out of existence,
and In short what was solemnly promised
Ttf'ould be the greatest street railroad strike
the United States had ever known, turned
out to be a mere fiasco. There was no ex¬

citement and no Interest manifested in any
quarter of the city after 9 a. m.

RAINES LAW ATTACKED.
Arguments Heard in the Court of Appeals

on the Constitutionality of the Ex¬
cise Measure.

Albany, April 80..In the Court of Appeals
this morning the Elnsfeld case, Involving
the constitutionality of the Raines Liquor
Tax law, was argued. The appeal was
from the order and Judgment entered on
the decision of the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court, First Department, af¬
firming a decision of Justice Pryor at Spe¬
cial Term, directing a Judgment dismissing
a writ of cetlorarl directed to the Commis¬
sioners of Excise of New York.
Fred E. Elnsfeld applied to the Commis¬

sioners of Excise of New York City on
Mardh 23 last for a license to carry on the
business of retailing wines and liquors on
the presses No. 60 Beekman street. In the
city of New York, for one year from March
23, 1896. The Commissioners refused, on
the ground of want of po-wer to issue a
license under the Raines law.
The case was heard to-day as a result of a

motion made on Monday last before the Court
of Appeals by Louis Marshall, of Ne<w York,requesting a hearing before the court
should adjourn for the Spring recess, whichIt will do at the close of the week. Mr.
Marshall argued the case for appellants,and Attorney General Hancock for respond¬ents, the New York City Excise Commis¬sioners. The arguments were on the samegrounds as in the lower courts, but were
considerably elaborated.
The Court of Appeals chamber was com¬fortably crowded during the progress ofthe arguments. In the audience were

many prominent lawyers, a number ofladles and several brewers. At the con¬clusion ofthe arguments, Joseph H. Choateof New York, made an impromptu argu¬ment for the appellant In answer to theaddress of the Attorney-General.

WEBER A NON-RESIDENT?
On This Ground the Court Granted an At¬

tachment Against the Property of
the Piano Man. *

Because Albert Weber, the piano man,
wont pay a little bill for coal, Oscar Comp-
ton has attached his property for the amount
due, and Weber failed In the City Court
yesterday to have the attachment set aside
on the ground that he was a resident.
Compton obtained the attachment because

Changes
Sudden changes of climate to unfor¬
tified bodies mean coughs, colds,
pneumonia and all their direful
train of results,

^cciJISmufatcn,
of Cod-liver Oil will fortify the
system and enable the weakened
constitution to throw off disease.
V»r sale at *o cts. and li.oo by all druggists-

You Have-.r
Worn Other Hats:

Now try McCann's, 210 Bowery, most
style, least money. Near Spring st.

he showed that Weber did not reside pei-
manently In this city.
Weber swore that he lived In a flat at No.

344 Bast Sixty-fifth street, and that Daniel
McGeechan was his landlord. Compton
maintained that the flat wherein Weber
said he lived was rented for $12 monthly to
McGeechan, who, he said, was Weber's
body servant. Weber, he declared, had a
costly apartment at Ninety-sixth street and

Columbus avenue, and resided most o*-th«
time In Leadvllle, Col.
"You cannot convince this Court that Al¬

bert Weber ever lived In a tenement house,"
Interrupted Justice Fitzsimons, addressingWeber's attorney. "If Weber Imagines he
can Impose on the Court by any such strat¬
egy he Is mistaken, and it. would be just
well for him to keep out of the jurisdiction
of the Court. I deny his motion."

"QUICKPUTON 8H1RT3."
Perfection in fit, comfort
and ELEQANCE, OPEN DOWN
the FRONT.SLIPS ON and

OFF UKI A VEST.

98c. each.
GEO. BRADFORD TRIPLER,

Nassau St., cor. Ann,
Bennett Building.

36-37 Park Row,
Potter Building.

SALE OF SHAWLS.
In the Basement.

Colored Cashmere Shawls,
75 cents and $1.00 each;
were $2.00 and $8.00.
Chndda Shawls, $1.50,

$2.00 and $2.50 each; were
$3.00, $4.00 and $6.00.
Scotch Plaid Shawls,

$2.50; were $5.00.
Silk and Wool Persian

Shawls, $6.50 to $10.00;
were $12.00 to $20.00.
Broche Long Shawls,

$7.50 to $15.00; were $25.00
to $30.00.

JAMES McCREERY & CO.
Broadway and 11th St.

48 pages.next SUNDAY'S GREAT journal^ cents.
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" THE SKY LINE OF NEIV YORK," a 'Beautifully Colored Picture, WITH NEXT SUNDAY'S JOURNAL

Astonishing Discoveries in the Holy Scriptures.
A*A New Revision of the Bible by the Most Eminent Scholars of the Day Upsets

Many Universally Accepted Doctrines of the Church.

The Most Heartless Woman in the World.
^ T̂he Full Story of the Wholesale Murders of Mrs. Dyer, Who Drowned

Hundreds of London Children in the Thames River.

The Funniest Book That Ever Was Written.
BILL NYE'S Comic Pictorial History of England.The Great Humorist's

Z&P Masterpiece and the Last Manuscript He Wrote Before He Died.

Around New York in a Horseless Carriage.

The Two Most Conspicuous Americans in England.

THE BEST

One of the Journal's young women travels about town in a comfortable motor
vehicle which runs by gasoline.

The Duchess of Marlborough, her magnificent palace and gay life at Blenheim,
and Mr. Richard Croker and his racing stable. '

WRITERS, THE' BEST ARTISTS,
' THE FULLEST

PAGES OF SPORT, SOCIETY, DRAMA, FASHIONS, FICTION.
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